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tion of Federal sentencing guidelines. The study consists 
of three major components: (1) an analysis of the de- 
terminants of sentence severity; (2) an analysis of the 
effects of sent2ncing on individual behavior; and (3) 
surveys of judges and other selected populations. 


A federally financed study (‘“Victimless Crimes: A De- 
scription of Offenders and Their Prosecution in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia,” conducted by the Institute for Law and 
Social Research) suggests that law enforcement should 
consider whether the money and manpower used to pursue 
certain “victimless” crimes is well spent. The study, based 
on Washington, D.C., arrest records, said 21 percent of 
all persons appearing in the city’s Superior Court in the 
first 6 months of 1976 were accused of so-called victimless 
crimes. About half were acquitted. Of those convicted, 83.8 
percent never went to jail. Of those who did, less than 3 


percent spent a year or more there. “In setting law en- 
forcement policies, decisionmakers should be aware that 
the resources involved in enforcing victimless crimes are 
high compared to the resources used in crimes involving 
victims,” the study said. The report covered gambling, 
prostitution and marihuana-related offenses. 

Sessions of the national “Criminality Colloquium” were 
held September 20 to 23 in Indianapolis, and were spon- 
sored by the Criminal Justice Section of the American Bar 
Association, the Criminal Justice Program of the Aspen 
Institute for Humanistic Studies, and the Indiana Law- 
yers Commission. The 40 experts assembled to exchange 
views included judges, criminologists, law professors, psy- 
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